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7] he Lord Viſcount Stafferd's Execution, on Wedneſ- 
day the 29th. of Decenh. on Tower-hill , with his 
laſt Speech on the Scaffold, 


He miraculous diſcoveries of the great horrid and damnable Plot 
| Þ2 55 never to be forgotten by any whoſe hearts are furnifht with ſuch 

a ſufficiency of loyalty, as to deteſt even the thoughts of a T raytor ; and 
now let m? acquaint you with the moſt remarkgble paſſages and Dying 
Lords of William late Lord Viſcount Staftord, who 67 Wedneſday 
the 29th, of Decemb. 1680. about 10 of the Clock, was condufted to the 
Scaffold, which with a diſmay" d countenaxce he veheld, and aftcr being 
munted, he prepared himſelf for the fatal blow, by ſiripping off his up- 
per Garments, «nd a:ſpoſung of them at his own pleaſure ;, which being © 
d: ne, he drew 2 ſheet cf paper cut of his pocket, which was filled with 
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mh he vefore nd deliberait I; confuiered now to compoſe , and witt 
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pa ticulars if ine Coments, 1 mic{t de ferr tail the next +: And the: wali- 
217 10 feveral COYNYS < / the Se: fold to b-hold the nuyme;ons ſpectators, 
he deliver d lian olf im this mann-r f; HoWIng. 


N the p2rmiition of Almighty God, I am this day brought hi- 


taking Hard, an aking Heia' t, end 4 ve: ylow Voice, he read; but the 
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ther to ſuffer Death ,but Lkope God of his infiaiteMptcy will 
Pardo my,Eetedts, and accept of my good Intentions,” z ET 
Stnce/Wwiy long Imprifonmeitt, 1 lave ofcen confidered what 
mig,2r he the or:pinal cauſe of my being rhus accuſed. ſince I knew 
my {cit not culpable, fo muchasin athought, and I cannot believe 
it 16. he of any other account, than my heing of the Church of 
R-me; ihaye no reaion to be albamed of my Religion, for it teach- 
eth gething but the 11ght Worthip of God, Obedience to the 
King, and due fubordiation to the Temporal Laws of the Nati- 
On; and 1 Co fubmit to all the Articles of Faith believed and 
rauignt if the Catachck Church, b<l2ving them to be maſt confo- 
rant to the Word of God : And whereas 1t hath been often ob- 
jected, that the Church holds that Soyeraign Princes Excommu- 
nicated by the Pope, mzy by their Subjects be depoſed or murther- 
ed: As to the marther of Princes, i have been often Taught as a 
matter of Faith inthe Czthelich Faith, that ſuch Doctrine 1s Dia- 
bolical, Horrid, and Deteſtable, and contrary to the Law of God, 
Natuze, and Nations ; and as ſuch, from my heart I renounce and 


abominate 
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abomirate it. As for the Dottrine of Depoſi ing of Princes Tino To 


iome Divines of the Catholick Church hold it, but as Able and 
Learned as they have written againſt it : butit was not pretended 
to he the DeCttrine of the Church, that is, any point of Catholick 
- | Fatth : wherefore I do here in my Conſcience declare, that 't 'S 
my true and real Judgement, Thar the ſame Dottrine of depoiing 
Kings, 1s contrary to the Fundamental Laws = thts Ra 2ccom, 

injurious to Sovere? £1 Power, and conſequortly wouitd be in me 
or any other of his Majeities Subjects, IN PiOUS 6s Gamnable, 1 
belicye and nrotels, That thereis One God, One Saviour, One 


Holy Catholic Church, of which through the M4 ercy,Grace, oy 
z60dnefs of God, | dye 2 Member. 


Tomy great and 1, ſneakable grief, I have offended God jn 
many thirzzs, by many great Offences,int | give him moſt humble 
thanks, not in any of thoſe Crimes of which lam accuſed. 

After which, with an unwilling wilingnels to draw toward a 
neriod , he Applyed nimſelt to prayer, and | kneeling GOWN upon | 


the Scaffold he made two prayers, One 1n Latin and the other in 
Engljb, as followeth, 


© Lord Jelu, 


Acknowl ledge my Ir ins to be many Y great , for Which 
t fear, but 1 hope in thy mer Cy and thy compa Jum : not 
according to the number of them, but according to thy mer-. 
cy thou wile have putty on me : and accor ding 9 the Mult 


tude of my ſms, that thou wilt take away mine miguity : for 
if my fins are many, thy mercy is more ; if great, infinite is 
thy mercy : if Tharve offended, ſo that hs ; mayeſt condemn 
me, thou haſt not loſt that poner by which thou art vonely 
able and wont to ſave : if thou wilt cleanſe me, I ſhalt be 


? He Clean, 


clean. Thelieve as be h.ub believed, and hop? 4s be bath 
hoped, al bw ul as be bath bewailed, {xy therefore to my 
foul, that thou art my bealth, mike m2 whole, and 1h iff be 
whole, fave mz, and [ ſhill be ſad, and I will ſtag thy 
mercies for ever : d) not put m2 from thy Fac? , neither _ 
withdraw tby holy Spirit from m2, but make m2 oiad, and 
confirm it within mz, 0 ſweet Jeſu, thou haſt faid that 
thou wilt turn ito m2, and T fhill be trn'd , and from my 
whole heart, and ſoul, and mind, I turn unto thee, therefore 
return thy mercies unto me who am the unwarthieſt of all thy 
ſervants whom thou haſt redeem:d with thy precious blood: 
and thou haſt ſaid, that he that confeſſes and forſakes his 
fins ſhall have mercy : T confeſs (living) the Holy Catbo- 
ck Religion, dying, T confeſs thou art my belp , though T 


am urworthy to undertake to confeſs before aur Father 


which art m Haven. Inthy promiſes, not 111. my 001 7 10h- 
 teouſneſs Itruſt ; the Life which thou haſt given me, 1 do 

willingly reſign according to thy Divine will: into thy hands 

I commend my ſpirit , as ito the han.s of a merciful Fa- 
ther; in peace therefore Tlye down, becauſe thou haſt appoin- 

t:d it, Amen, Lord Jeſu, Amen. 


About the hour often in the Mourning both the 
Sherifts appeared, che Warrant being for Execution 

| between Nine and Eleven, upon Toier-Fill, where 
was anumerouscompany of People both Horle and 
and Foot, with ſtrong Guards; then appeared the 


under 
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_ Under Sheriff of Maldleſes, with 4 conſtderable 
Guard, all on Horle-back : then the Executioner 
came upon the Scaffold , and the Ax was brought 
and laid by the Block, which was covered with 
Black Cloth taken out of a Bag. About ten of the 
Clock the Leiu: _ of the Tower appeared with 
his Guards and che Priſoner, and delivered him up 
tothe Sheriffs, between the Bul lwark and the Barts, 
by whom and their Guards, he was conductedupto 
the Scafioid, loa Lane was made for the Sheriffs on 
the Right hand and on the Left. Upon his aſcen- 
ing the Scaffold.the black cloth was ſprea d,where-. 
pon the Block was laid ; his Coffin Was. bro ght 
47 him, being Hinged, but not covered = 
Black beiog an Elm: Coffin with theſe "two Letters, 
W.S. 1680. The Prifoner atthefoot of the "fs 
fold appeared extreamly unconcerned, and rather 
like a ſpe&ator : by the prels of the veople, the di- 
hculty was great in his getting upon the {caffold. 


At laſt the Sheriffs conduted him up betore them, 
there being a great ſhout upon his alcending he 
ſcaffold : being aſcended, he ſaluted ſeveral Gene 
tlemen on the Cuffold, Y was ſalmed by them a- 
gain, andaddreſled himſelf with his face towards 
the ſtreet, and pur off his Hat , having a Written 
Paper in his hand, > being his ſpeech. He had upon 


his 
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le lek; finger, two Rings, one of them with a 
blew ſtone, baving ona light-colour d Perriwigs, 

anda looſe Camlert Coat : he kneeled down betore 

the Block and read his prayer in Latim, lometimes. 


} 


with bis Eyes }il.ed Up; marking 2 itop, pulled nts 


- 
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Handkerchiet our of his pocket and wiped his 
cyes, and pray*d as followerth. 


2 A Grofo (Domine Feſn) peccata mea multa & 24714 pro qut- 
; bus tameo, ſed ſpero in miſericordia cf miſerationibus tis, 
gg am n19 tft numerus: Secundum iitur magnam miſericor- 
diths tuam miſerate mei, Of ſecundum multitudinem miſeratio- 
aum tuarium dele iniquitatem meam. 51 peccata mea milta ſuzxt, 
major eſt miſoricordia tua, ſt multe, infinite ſunt miſerationes 
tuz, fi ego commiſt unde me poſſes condemnare, tw non amiſtſti un- 
de potes & ſoles Salvare : Credenti in potentia tua, & dicenti, 
Domine ſi vis potes me mundare tu ſtatin reſpondiſtizuols Mun- 
dare, Credo quod ipfe credidit, ſpero quod ipſe, peravit, imploro 
quod ipſe imploravit. Dic igitur anime mee ſalus tua ego ſum, 
ſama me Domine Feſu & ſanabor, ſalvum me fac & ſalvas ero, 
& miſericordias tuas in aternim Can tabo. Ne Pro T cAN me 1 27- 
tur afacie tua, & ſpiriture fanitum Flttn ne Alfer 45 4 me , fed 
redde mihi Tetitiam ſalutaris tai, & ſpiritu priacipali confirms 
me. 7 u Dixiſfti Dalciſhme Feſu , Convertiminz ad me &f £20 
Convertar ad Vos, ego meex toty corde meo, tot dnima ined, ex 
tota mente mea,converto ad te;converte te i9itur miſerecordiſſy- 
me ad me, indie num famulum tuum, quan pretiofo ſang une re- 
demiſti. Tu dixiſti qui me confeſſus ſurrit coram hominibus con- 
fitcbor CF ego eumcoram Patre meo quiin Celis eft ego te, & 
fanftum Religionem Catholicam vivens confiteor Of mworiens ad- 
Javante gratia tua confitebor, dignareme igithr ſuſcipere, & con- 


fitert 
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fizeri coram Paire tuo 9 u inColise [f. In tea 2 promifſuone non in 
mea juſtitia confiao : V itam quam deaiſts mit: Libeater tibi red- 
do ſecnundamn peneplacitum tum, in manus tas commend Si 
ritum meum, qui moriens [| pirituum tuum 144 mans etern; Pa- 
tris commenaaſti. In Pace igitur in id ip, ſum dormiam Cf requi- 


eſcam, quoniam tu Domine (1 TOY in ſpe conftituiſti me , 


Amen \Feſ, Amen. 


His Prayer being ended, he delivered his Paper 
| tothe Sheriff Bethel , and ſaid, Mr. Sherift, this is | 
my laſt Prayer. After which his Coat was pulled 
off, and had next his Shirt a White Flower'd Silk 
Waſtcoat and on his head a dky- colour'd Silk-quilt- 
ed Cap, tiitged up with a pritty broad white Bone- 
Lace, one of his Servants Clipping oft with a pair 
"of Sizzars, ſore of his Shirt and waſt-coat abour 
his Neck. In his Deportment he ſeemed very little 
concern'd; then he kneeled down and fitted his 
| Neckto the Block again the lecond and third time, 

_ the queſtion being asked, whether he would give 2 
Sign forthe Blow, he roſe up again and ſpake to 
this purpole ; e would give no Sion , they might 
take their own time, and Gods Will be done. He 
lay very Qill on the Block, upon which the Exe- 
cutioner took up the Ax and felt about the Edge ot 
it, then looking upon the Priſoner he ſhook his 
Head, and {o he aimed two or three times, and 
then gave the ſtroke; which being done, neither 


Head 


"TY 
Head nor Body moved a jot; after which, ſome 
of the fleſh of his 'T hroat not being cut through, 
he took his Knife out of his Pocket and cut it a- 
{under : the Head was receiv'd into a black Scart, 
wich the Headsman' took up Cap and all, and 
held it up round the Scattold, faying thele words; 
Here is the Head . a Trajtdr, bere is the Head of 


a"Traytor againft the Kmg. After which the Body | 
Fa 2bout the {pace of halt a quarter of an hour, or 
more, upon the Black Cloth: the Blood being pritty 
well drained, it-was Cofhn'd up; Waſt-coat and all 
_ with him, and his Head wrap: up in the Black Scart 
and put into the Goffin ; his Head and Body being 
trom thence Decently Conveyed by the Cormimon- 
Bearers , hiszown Servants bearing up the Yelvet 
Pall, wa. Scarfnet [heet, and was [nterred 1n the 
Chappe belonging tothe > Tower | 


